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A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full 

of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 

valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 

of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 

to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 

flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 

and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 

come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 

winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
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Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 

God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within 

you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 

shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.  

The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Psalm is Psalm 130. We will read it in responsively, breaking at 

the asterisk.  It can be found on the screens behind me, on page 784 on 

the Book of Common Prayer. 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 

LORD, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 

O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 

in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the LORD, 

more than watchmen for the morning, * 

more than watchmen for the morning. 

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 

for with the LORD there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
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A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 

of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 

that dwells in you 

The Word of the Lord.                   

People   Thanks be to God. 


