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A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a 

certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had 

set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 

head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was 

a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and 

the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the 

Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of 

Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which 

you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your 

offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread 

abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the 

south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you 

and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep 

you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I 

will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”  

 

(continued on next page) 
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Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in 

this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, 

“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house 

of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he 

had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on 

the top of it. He called that place Bethel.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Reader   Today’s Psalm is Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23. We will read 

it responsively, breaking at the asterisk. It can be on the screens 

or on page 794 in the BCP. 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 

where can I flee from your presence? 

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 

if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
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8 If I take the wings of the morning * 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

9 Even there your hand will lead me * 

and your right hand hold me fast. 

10 If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, * 

and the light around me turn to night," 

11 Darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is as bright as the day; * 

darkness and light to you are both alike. 

22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 

try me and know my restless thoughts. 

23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me * 

and lead me in the way that is everlasting. 
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A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans. 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh-- for if you live according to the flesh, you 

will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When 

we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 

heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we 

suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of 

its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 

and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

(continued on next page) 
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We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 

pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 

who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 

for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 

for it with patience. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 


