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A reading from the book of the Prophet Jeremiah. 

At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A 

hot wind comes from me out of the bare heights in the desert 

toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse-- a wind too 

strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against 

them. "For my people are foolish, they do not know me; they 

are stupid children, they have no understanding. They are 

skilled in doing evil, but do not know how to do good." I 

looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the 

heavens, and they had no light. I looked on the mountains, and 

lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. I 

looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the 

air had fled. I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and 

all its cities were laid in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce 

anger. For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a 

desolation; yet I will not make a full end. Because of this the 

earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I 

have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I 

turn back. 

The Word of the Lord          People    Thanks be to God. 
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Today, we will read Psalm 14. It can be found on page 598 in the 

Book of Common Prayer, or on the screens behind me. We will 

read it responsively, breaking at the asterisk. 

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; there is none 

who does any good. 

2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

to see if there is any who is wise, if there is one who seeks 

after God. 

3 Every one has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; * 

there is none who does good; no, not one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 

who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon the 

Lord? 

5 See how they tremble with fear, * 

because God is in the company of the righteous. 

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 

but the Lord is their refuge. 

7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, Jacob will 

rejoice and Israel be glad. 
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A reading from the first letter to Timothy. 

 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 

because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even 

though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 

violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners-- of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I 

received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 

display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 

would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the 

ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

People    Thanks be to God. 


